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to the government with regard to the administration of the respective 
countries." 

The preceding remarks show that M. de Pauly has filled up a gap 
in the domain of science. 

The area of the Russian Empire, in 1859, is estimated by Pauly at 
400,000 geographical square miles, with a population of seventy-four 
millions. Of this number, fifty-five millions, that is more than three- 
fourths of the whole population, belong to the Slavonian race — the 
most numerous of the three principal European races, amounting to 
above 80,000,000 of souls. We find, thus, that of the various ele- 
ments composing the population of the Russian Empire, the Sla- 
vonian greatly predominates, and there only maintains its sovereignty, 
not being, as elsewhere, subject to other nationalities. "We shall, 
probably, have occasion to refer to this great work in a future number. 



ON THE COMMIXTURE OF THE RACES OF MAN IN 
WESTERN AND CENTRAL ASIA.* 

By JOHN CKAWFURD, Esq., F.K.S., 

T-RESIDENT OF THE ETHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY ; HONORARY FELLOW OF THE 
ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 



Among the races that have played the most conspicuous part in 
history are the Jews, including under this name all the people of 
Palestine and Phoenicia. I imagine they are now everywhere more 
or less a mixed people. It is sufficient distinction for a small people, 
with a narrow territory, that they were the first to engage in foreign 
maritime commerce — that they founded Carthage, the rival of Rome; 
and that from among them sprang the two forms of religion which 
now prevail with half the inhabitants of the globe and all the more 
civilized. 

The entire region occupied by the Hebrew race is not above a 
fourth part larger than the Principality of Wales. It is a country of 
mountains, rocks, deserts, out with some well-watered, and therefore 
fertile, plains and valleys. Near ten degrees beyond the tropic, 
Palestine in climate resembles the southern countries of Europe, and 
its natural products correspond, for it was aland of wheat and barley, 
of the vine and the olive. The race was, in energy and enterprise, 
far more European than Asiatic. Hemmed in by deserts and the 

* Extracted from a paper read before the Ethnological Society, March 17th, 
1803. 
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Mediterranean, they seem to have made the most of their narrow 
bounds. Far beyond the reach of history, they had cultivated corn, 
had domesticated the most useful of the lower animals, were in pos- 
session of the useful and precious metals, and had invented phonetic 
writing, while their dull neighbours the Egyptians never went beyond 
clumsy symbols. 

Had so energetic a race as the Jewish possessed an extensive ter- 
ritory, they would, no doubt, have become great and powerful con- 
querors. As it was, their obstinate valour did not hinder them from 
being subdued by every powerful people that attempted their conquest ; 
so that for at least thirty ages they have been more or less intermixed 
with races both Asiatic and European. 

At a very early age a colony of Jews settled in Egypt; and that 
they were not very grievously oppressed there, seems attested by 
the rapid increase which took place in their numbers. It was this 
colony which, escaping from bondage, returned to their parent country 
by the Arabian Desert, and subdued the cognate tribes that occupied 
it. We cannot suppose that in their long residence in Egypt, and 
during their tedious passage through the Desert, they did not com- 
mingle with Egyptians and Arabs, although usually solicitous to 
preserve the purity of their own blood. The man of genius who 
rescued them from Egyptian thraldom — led them through the Desert, 
and gave them laws and institutions, was himself married first to a 
Midianite — that is, it may be presumed, to an Arabian — and then to 
an Ethiopian — that is, to a Nubian — whose blackness was as un- 
changeable as " the spots of the leopard." On coming into the 
promised land, it was, moreover, lawful for them, after destroying the 
males, to intermarry with the captive females without distinction of 
race. 

In process of time the Assyrians conquered Palestine ; in the first 
instance carrying off ten of the tribes into captivity, and then the 
remaining two. By this we are certainly not to understand that the 
Assyrians carried off the entire nation of the Jews. They would 
naturally carry off a selection only of ordinary prisoners, and all the 
leading men, to obviate revolt ; for we cannot suppose even Oriental 
conquerors so insensate as to destroy the value of their conquest by 
reducing it to the condition of an unpeopled desert. The select few 
of two of the tribes were eventually permitted to return to their own 
country, but the banished of the ten tribes never had such permission, 
and being absorbed by the more numerous people among whom they 
were planted, they have, as an inevitable consequence, wholly dis- 
appeared as Jews, and hence the ten lost tribes will never be found. 
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Yet under the name of Samaritans, they were probably in race as 
much Jews as the people of Judea itself. 

In due time Palestine was conquered by the Persians, and the 
Assyrians expelled. The Greeks conquered it from the Persians, the 
Romans from the Greeks, the Arabs from the Romans, and the Turks 
from the Avabs. We have here no fewer than sis distinct races, 
or at all events nationalities, each of them for ages in possession of 
the parent country of the Hebrew race, embracing in all a period of 
five-and-twenty centuries, during which a commixture of their blood 
to more or less extent with that of the Jews was inevitable. 

As to the Jews scattered over the wide world after the Roman con- 
quest, it is clear that they are everywhere a mixed people, since every- 
where they are found to partake more or less of the physical and even 
mental character of the races among which we find them. The Jews 
of England, Holland and Germany are often of fair complexion, with 
blue eyes and fair hair. The Jews of Poland and Russia have the 
Slavonian type ; and those of Spain and Portugal, the Iberian. The 
Jews of Persia are very like Persians ; while the Jews of India are 
black, and not distinguishable, bodily or intellectually, from ordinary 
Hindus. The Jews of China are as yellow as any Chinese, and in- 
stead of aquiline, have snub noses. The two last, indeed, are only 
Jews by religion, and hardly more so by race than the Buddists of 
China and Japan are Hindus. 

Wherever the Jews have intermixed with Asiatic races the result 
has been deterioration. Not so in Europe, for here they have neither 
undergone deterioration themselves, nor injured the race they have 
commingled with. Here we find them contending, on equal terms 
with the races among whom they are settled, in every pursuit open to 
their enterprise. 



HAND-BOOK OF OVERLAND EXPEDITIONS* 

This valuable little book has just been re-printed in this country, 
and its merits are so great that no traveller should be without it. 
Captain Burton has edited this edition, and much enhanced its value 
with some notes. The editor very modestly says : 

" I have been induced to re-edit it, at the instance of my friend 

* The Prairie Traveller ; a Hand-book for Overland Kxpeditinns, with illus- 
trations and itineraries of the principul routes between the Mississippi and the 
Pacific, and a map. By Randolph B. Marcy, Captain U. S. Army, (now General 
Marcy, Chief of Staff, army of the Potomac). Kdited (with notes) by Richard 
F. Burton. Triibner & Co. 
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